
TA #01-23-A 
 
 
Change title of Section 2.10 to: 
 
 SECTION 2.10 TEMPORARY DWELLINGS, USES, STRUCTURES, AND STORAGE 
  
Replace “C” and add “D” to Section 2.10: 
 
C. Storage on Vacant Lots  
 
 1. Recreational vehicles and/or recreational equipment shall have current license 

 plates displayed. 
 
 2. Recreational vehicles and/or recreational equipment shall not be used as 

 permanent dwellings. 
 
 3. All recreational vehicles and recreational equipment must meet zoning district set 

 back requirements for the parcel on which they are located.   
  

4. Recreational vehicles are allowed in any residential zoning district (CD, CE, 
A/RP, R-1, R-2, R-3, and WF) for a maximum of fourteen (14) days in any thirty 
(30) day period.  Tents and/or recreational vehicles must be removed from the 
property for the remainder of the thirty (30) day period.  Limit three (3) camping 
vehicles or three (3) tents per parcel or a combination of both. 

 
5.         One (1) recreational vehicle may remain on a parcel from April 1st through 

November 30th if connected to a septic and well approved by the District #2 
Health Department.  Outhouses or similar temporary structures used to store 
human waste are prohibited.  

 
6. Recreational vehicles on parcels without a permanent dwelling shall be removed 

from the parcel between December 1st and March 31st unless enclosed inside a 
permitted accessory structure. 

  
 7. Camping vehicles may be used on a parcel while a permanent dwelling is being  
  constructed until the building permit issued for the structure either expires or a 

 Certificate of Occupancy is issued by the Building Department.  Construction 
 activities on the permanent dwelling shall start within thirty (30) days of the date 
 issued on the approved building permit. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
D.        Storage on Lots Containing a Single-Family Dwelling  
 

 1.         Recreational vehicles and/or recreational equipment shall not be used as          
                                    permanent dwellings  

 
 2.         Two (2) unused recreational vehicles that are in operational condition may be  
                                   stored on a lot with a permanent dwelling within the side or rear setbacks; but      
                                   shall not be stored in the required front yard.   

 

 

TA #01-23-B 
 
SECTION 18.7  SIGNS – INTENT & APPLICABILITY  
 
The sign regulations of this Chapter are intended to protect and further the health, safety, and 
welfare of the residents of Ogemaw County; to maintain and improve the appearance of Ogemaw County; 
to conserve community character; to prevent traffic hazards; to provide safer conditions for pedestrians; 
and to promote economic development by regulating the construction, alteration, repair, maintenance, 
size, location, and number of signs.  Any sign erected, altered, or maintained after the effective date of 
this Ordinance shall conform to the following regulations.  
 
SECTION 18.8  SIGNS – DEFINITIONS  
 
Abandoned Sign:  a sign that is not operated or maintained for a period of ninety (90) calendar days or 
longer. The following conditions shall be considered as the failure to operate or maintain a sign: (1) the 
sign displays advertising for a product or service which is no longer available, (2) the sign displays 
advertising for a business which is no longer licensed, or (3) the sign is blank. An abandoned sign 
includes a sign on which is advertised a business that no longer has a certificate of occupancy or that is no 
longer doing business on the parcel where the sign is located. An abandoned sign includes a sign for a 
purpose for which the purpose has lapsed.  
 
Address Sign: A sign that designates the street number and/or street name for identification purposes, as 
designated by the United States Postal Service.  
 
Animated Sign: A sign depicting action, motion, light or color changes through electrical or mechanical 
means. 
 
Awning Sign: Any sign painted on, or applied to, an awning.  A cloth, plastic, or other nonstructural 
covering that projects from a wall for the purpose of shielding a doorway or window. An awning is either 
permanently attached to a building or can be raised or retracted to a position against the building when not 
in use. 
 
Balloon Sign: A lighter-than-air, gas-filled balloon, tethered in a fixed location, which contains an 
advertisement message on its surface or attached to the balloon in any manner. 
 



Banner: Any cloth, bunting, plastic, paper, or similar non-rigid material attached to any structure, staff, 
pole, rope, wire, or framing which is anchored on two or more edges or at all four corners. Banners are 
temporary in nature and do not include flags. 
 
Beacon Lighting: Any source of electric light, whether portable or fixed, the primary purpose of which is 
to cast a concentrated beam of light generally skyward as a means of attracting attention to its location 
rather than to illuminate any particular sign, structure, or other object. 
 
Building Frontage: The maximum linear width of a building measured in a single straight line parallel, or 
essentially parallel, with the abutting public street or parking lot. 
 
Canopy Sign: Any sign that is part of, or attached to a canopy.  A structure other than an awning made of 
fabric, metal, or other material that is supported by columns or posts affixed to the ground and may also 
be connected to a building. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign: A sign or portion thereof on which the copy or symbols change either 
automatically through electrical or electronic means, or manually through placement of letters or symbols 
on a panel mounted in or on a track system.  
 
Channel Letter Sign: A sign consisting of fabricated or formed three-dimensional letters, individually 
applied to a wall, which may accommodate a light source. 
 
Clearance: The distance above the walkway, or other surface if specified, to the bottom edge of a sign.  
This term can also refer to a horizontal distance between two objects. 
 
Digital Display: The portion of a sign message made up of internally illuminated components capable of 
changing the message periodically. Digital displays may include but are not limited to LCD, LED, or 
plasma displays. 
 
Directional Sign: Signs designed to provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular traffic to parking, 
loading, customer service, and related areas.  May only contain a logo or name of the business for which 
it is intended.   
 
Festoon Lighting: A type of illumination comprised of either: (a) a group of incandescent light bulbs hung 
or strung overhead or on a building or other structure, or (b) light bulbs not shaded or hooded or 
otherwise screened to prevent direct rays of light from shining on adjacent properties or rights-of-way. 
 
Flag: Any sign printed or painted on cloth, plastic, canvas, or other like material with distinctive colors, 
patterns, or symbols attached to a pole or staff and anchored along only one edge or supported or 
anchored at only two corners. 
 
Flashing Sign: A sign whose artificial illumination is not kept constant in intensity at all times when in 
use and which exhibits changes in light, color, direction, or animation. This definition does not include 
electronic message centers signs or digital displays that meet the requirements set forth herein. 
 
Foot-candle: A unit of incident light (on a surface) stated in lumens per square foot and measurable with 
an illuminance meter, a.k.a. foot candle or light meter. One (1) foot candle is equal to one (1) lumen per 
square foot 
 



Foot-lambert: A unit of emitted light (from a surface) stated in lumens per square foot and measurable 
with an illuminance meter, a.k.a. foot candle or light meter. One (1) foot-lambert is equal to one (1) 
lumen per square foot. 
 
Freestanding Sign: A sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or anchored in, the 
ground; and that is independent and detached from any building or other structure. The following are 
subtypes of freestanding signs: 
 

Ground Sign: A sign permanently affixed to the ground at its base, supported entirely by a base 
structure, and not mounted on a pole or attached to any part of a building.  

 
Pole Sign: A freestanding sign that is permanently supported in a fixed location by a structure of 
one or more poles, posts, uprights, or braces from the ground and not supported by a building or a 
base structure. 

 
Canopy Sign:  The canopy is a freestanding, open-air structure constructed to provide shielding from the 
elements.  Any sign that is part of, or attached to, the vertical sides of the canopy roof structure.  
 
Government/Regulatory Sign: Any sign for the control of traffic or for identification purposes, street 
signs, warning signs, railroad crossing signs, and signs of public service companies indicating danger or 
construction, which are erected by or at the order of a public officer, employee or agent thereof, in the 
discharge of official duties. 
 
External Illumination: Artificial light, located away from the sign, which lights the sign, the 
source of which may or may not be visible to persons viewing the sign from any street, sidewalk, or 
adjacent property. 
 
Internal Illumination: A light source that is concealed or contained within the sign and becomes 
visible in darkness through a translucent surface. Message center signs, digital displays, and 
signs incorporating neon lighting shall not be considered internal illumination for the purposes of this 
ordinance. 
 
Illuminated Sign: A sign with electrical equipment installed for illumination, either internally illuminated 
through its sign face by a light source contained inside the sign or externally illuminated by a light source 
aimed at its surface. 
 
Inflatable Sign: A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of flexible 
fabric, resting on the ground or structure and equipped with a portable blower motor that provides a 
constant flow of air into the device. 
 
Interactive Sign: An electronic or animated sign that reacts to the behavior or electronic signals of motor 
vehicle drivers. 
 
Light Trespass: Light emitted by a lighting installation, which extends beyond the boundaries of the 
property on which the installation is sited. 
 
Limited Duration Sign: A non-permanent sign that is displayed on private property for more than 30 days, 
but not intended to be displayed for an indefinite period. 
 
Luminance: An objective measurement of the brightness of illumination, including illumination emitted 
by an electronic sign, measured in candles per square foot (cd/ft2). 



 
Manual Changeable Copy Sign: A sign or portion thereof on which the copy or symbols are changed 
manually through placement or drawing of letters or symbols on a sign face. 
 
Marquee Sign: A marquee is a permanent structure, other than a roof or canopy, attached to, supported 
by, and projecting from a building and providing protection from the elements.   Any sign attached to a 
marquee for the purpose of identifying a use or product. If attached to a theater, performing arts center, 
cinema, or other similar use, it may also advertise films or productions. 
 
Mechanical Movement Sign: A sign having parts that physically move rather than merely appear to move 
as might be found in a digital display. The physical movement may be activated electronically or by 
another means, but shall not include wind-activated movement such as used for banners or flags.  
Mechanical movement signs do not include digital signs that have changeable, programmable displays. 
 
Message Center Sign: A type of illuminated, changeable copy sign that consists of electronically 
changing alphanumeric text often used for gas price display signs and athletic scoreboards. 
 
Message Sequencing: The spreading of one message across more than one sign structure. 
 
Multi-Tenant Sign: A freestanding sign used to advertise businesses that occupy a shopping center or 
complex with multiple tenants. 
 
Mural (or mural sign): A large picture/image (including but not limited to painted art) which is painted, 
constructed, or affixed directly onto a vertical building wall, which may or may not contain text, logos, 
and/or symbols. 
 
Neon Sign: A sign illuminated by a neon tube, or other visible light-emanating gas tube, that is bent to 
form letters, symbols, or other graphics. 
 
Nonconforming Sign: A sign that was legally erected and maintained at the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or amendment thereto, that does not currently comply with sign regulations of the district in 
which it is located. 
 
Off-Premises Sign: Any outdoor sign whose message directs attention to a specific business, product, 
service, event or activity, or other commercial or noncommercial activity, or contains a non-commercial 
message about something that is not sold, produced, manufactured, furnished, or conducted on the 
premises upon which the sign is located.  
 
Official Traffic Sign: Official highway route number signs, street name signs, directional signs and other 
traffic signs erected and maintained on public highways and roads in the interest of public safety or for 
the regulation of traffic. 
 
On-Premises Sign: A sign whose message and design relate to an individual business, profession, product, 
service, event, point of view, or other commercial or non-commercial activity sold, offered, or conducted 
on the same property where the sign is located. 
 
Pennant: a triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, commonly attached in strings or 
strands, or supported on small poles intended to flap in the wind. 
 



Permanent Sign: A sign attached or affixed to a building, window, or structure, or to the ground in a 
manner that enables the sign to resist environmental loads, such as wind, and that precludes ready 
removal or movement of the sign and whose intended use appears to be indefinite. 
 
Personal Expression Sign: An on-premises sign that expresses an opinion, interest, position, or other non-
commercial message. 
 
Portable Sign: A sign designed to be transported or moved and not permanently attached to the ground, a 
building, or other structure. 
 
Sandwich Board Sign: A type of freestanding, portable, temporary sign consisting of two faces 
connected and hinged at the top and whose message is targeted to pedestrians. 
 
Vehicular Sign: A sign affixed to a vehicle in such a manner that the sign is used primarily as a 
stationary advertisement for the business on which the vehicle sits or is otherwise not incidental to the 
vehicle’s primary purpose. 
 
Private Drive Sign: A sign indicating a street or drive which is not publicly owned and maintained and 
used only for access by the occupants of the development and their guests. 
 
Projecting Sign: A building-mounted, double-sided sign with the two faces generally perpendicular to the 
building wall, not to include signs located on a canopy, awning, or marquee.  
 
Reflective Sign: A sign containing any material or device which has the effect of intensifying reflected 
light. 
 
Roof Sign: A building-mounted sign erected upon, against, or over the roof of a building. 
 
Security Sign: An on-premises sign regulating the use of the premises or for informing the public, such as 
a “no trespassing,” “no hunting,” or “high voltage”.  
 
Sign: Any device, structure, fixture, painting, emblem, or visual that uses words, graphics, colors, 
illumination, symbols, numbers, or letters for the purpose of communicating a message. Sign includes the 
sign faces as well as any sign supporting structure. 
 
Sign Area: The total dimensions of a sign surface used to display information, messages, advertising, 
logos, or symbols.  
 
Sign Face: The part of the sign that is or can be used for the sign area. The sign area could be smaller than 
the sign face. 
 
Sign Height: The vertical dimension of a sign as measured from the ground or base. 
 
Sign Supporting Structure: Poles, posts, walls, frames, brackets, or other supports holding a sign in place. 
 
Snipe Sign: A sign tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes, 
fences, public benches, streetlights, or other objects, or placed on any public property or in the public 
right-of-way or on any private property without the permission of the property owner.  
 



Storefront: The exterior facade of a building housing a commercial use visible from a street, sidewalk, or 
other pedestrian way accessible to the public and containing the primary entrance to the commercial 
establishment. 
 
Streamers: A display made of lightweight, flexible materials, consisting of long, narrow, wavy strips hung 
individually or in a series, with or without a logo or advertising message printed or painted on them and 
typically designed to move in the wind. 
 
Street Frontage: The side or sides of a lot abutting on a public street or right-of-way. 
 
Street Pole Banner: A banner suspended above a public sidewalk and attached to a single street pole.  
These signs shall not contain any commercial advertising. 
 
Temporary Sign: A type of non-permanent, sign that is located on private property that can be displayed 
for no more than 30 consecutive days at one time. 
 
Wall Sign: A building-mounted sign which is attached to, displayed on, or painted on an exterior 
wall in a manner parallel with the wall surface. A sign installed on a false or mansard roof is also 
considered a wall sign. 
 
 
 
SECTION 18.9  EXEMPTED SIGNS  
 
The following signs shall be allowed without a zoning permit and shall not be included in the 
determination of the type, number, or area of permanent signs allowed within a zoning district, provided 
such signs comply with the regulations in this section, if any. 
 
A. Official traffic signs. 
B. Government/regulatory signs. 
C. Holiday and seasonal decorations that is non-commercial in nature. 
D. Personal expression signs of any sign type, including flags, provided that they do not exceed six 

(6) sq. ft. in area per side, are non-commercial in nature, and not illuminated. 
E. Address signs that designates the street number and/or street name for identification purposes, as 

designated by the United States Postal Service that do not exceed three (3) square feet.  
F. Signs or emblems of a religious, civil, philanthropic, historical or educational organization that do 

not to exceed six (6) sq. ft. in area. 
G. Private drive signs - One (1) sign per driveway entrance, not to exceed two (2) sq. ft. in area. 
H. American flags, state and local flags, and flags representing branches of the armed forces of the 

United States of America or persons Missing in Action.  Flags and flagpoles shall not be located 
within any right-of-way.  Flags containing commercial messages may be used as permitted 
freestanding or projecting signs, and, if so used, the area of the flag shall be included in, and 
limited by the computation of allowable area for signs on the property.  Flags up to six (6) sq. 
ft.in area containing noncommercial messages are considered personal expression signs. 

I. Legal notices. 
J. Vending machine signs. 
K. Memorial signs, public monument or historical identification signs. 
L. Signs advertising the variety of crop growing in a field.  
M. On-premises Directional signs provided they do not contain any commercial messaging. No 

single directional sign shall exceed six (6) sq. ft. in area and shall have a maximum height of five 
(5) feet. 



N. Art and murals provided such signs do not contain any commercial messaging. 
O. Temporary signs in accordance with Section 18.13. 
P. Security signs. 
 
SECTION 18.10 PROHIBITED SIGNS  
 
The following signs are unlawful and prohibited: 
 
A. Abandoned signs. 
B. Snipe signs.  
C. Trailer Signs.   
D. Mechanical movement signs, including revolving signs. 
E. Animated signs or flashing signs.  
F. Inflatable devices or balloon signs. 
G. Any signs that imitate, resemble, interfere with, or obstruct official traffic lights, signs, or signals. 
H. Signs which emit smoke, visible vapors, particulate matter, sound, odor or contain open flames. 
I. Reflective signs or signs containing mirrors. 
J. Interactive signs. 
K. Any banner or sign of any type suspended across a public street or driveway. 
L. Roof signs. 
M. Signs erected without the permission of the property owner, with the exception of those 

authorized or required by local, state, or federal government. 
N. Any sign containing information which states or implies that a property may be used for any 

purpose not permitted under the provisions of the Ogemaw County Zoning Ordinance. 
O. Signs that exhibit statements, words, or pictures of obscene or pornographic subjects. 
P. Signs on vehicles that are not regularly used in the conduct of the business.  A vehicle shall not be 

considered “regularly used in the conduct of business” if the vehicle is used primarily for 
advertising.  This provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a business or 
its principal products if the vehicle is currently licensed, insured, and operable.  

Q. Any sign not specifically permitted is prohibited. 
 
SECTION 18.11 GENERAL SIGN REGULATIONS  
 
Unless a sign is exempt from permit requirements as specified in Section 18.9, a Zoning Permit must be 
obtained from the Zoning Administrator prior to the construction or placement of any sign. 
 
A. Sign location: 

1. All signs shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from all lot lines. 
2. New commercial signs in areas that have many existing signs may be placed in line with 

existing commercial signs while adhering to required setbacks as closely as possible as 
approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

3. No signs shall be placed in required clear vision areas at driveways or intersections. 
 

B. Sign Materials & Construction: 
1. All signs shall be subject to the building and safety codes of the Ogemaw County 

Building Department. 
2. All signs shall be adequately maintained; if not, written notice shall be issued by the 

Zoning Administrator to the owner of the sign.  If disrepair is not corrected within thirty 
(30) days, said sign and structure shall be removed at the owner’s expense. 

 
C. Sign Area: 



1. The area of a sign shall mean the area of all lettering, wording, and accompanying 
designs, logos, and symbols. The area of a sign shall not include any supporting 
framework, bracing or trim which is incidental to the display, provided that it does not 
contain any lettering, wording, or symbols. 

2. Where the sign consists of individual letters, designs, or symbols attached to a building, 
awning, wall, or window, the area shall be that of the smallest rectangle which 
encompasses all of the letters, designs, and symbols. 

3. Signs may be double sided. 
a. Only one (1) side shall be considered when determining the sign area, provided 

that the faces are equal in size. 
b. Where the faces are not equal in size the larger sign face shall be used as the 

basis for calculating sign area. 
c. Signs that consist of, or have attached to them, one or more three-dimensional or 

irregularly shaped objects, shall have a sign area of the sum of two adjacent 
vertical sign faces of the smallest cube encompassing the sign or object. 

d. The permitted maximum area for all signs is determined by the sign type and the 
zoning district in which the sign is located. 

 
 
D. Sign Height: 

1. Sign height shall be measured as the distance from the highest portion of the sign to the 
finished grade of the ground closest to the sign.  

2. Clearance for freestanding and projecting signs shall be measured as the smallest vertical 
distance between finished grade and the lowest point of the sign, including any 
framework or other structural elements. 

3. The permitted maximum height for all signs is determined by the sign type and the 
zoning district in which the sign is located. 

 
E.   Sign Illumination: 

1.   Signs may be illuminated, unless otherwise specified herein:   
a.   Light sources to illuminate signs shall neither be visible from any street right-of 

way nor cause glare hazardous or distracting to pedestrians, vehicle drivers, or 
adjacent properties. 

  b.   Any illumination of signs shall be by a non-flashing light. 
      
 2. Types of Illumination:  Where permitted, illumination may be: 

a.   External:  The source of light must be concealed by translucent covers, directed 
solely at the sign, and the light source must be static in color. 

b.   Internal:  Including neon lights, must be static in intensity and color. 
 
SECTION 18.12 REGULATIONS BY SIGN TYPE – ON PREMISES  
 
A.   Wall Signs: 

1.   Wall signs are limited to the identification of the business, use, service and/or identifying 
logo. 

 2.   Are not to project above the eaves of the roofline. 
 3.  Shall be architecturally designed to be compatible with the development. 

4.   The lowest edge of a wall sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the finished grade 
unless the wall sign projects less than three (3) inches from the building. 

 
B.    Canopy or Awning Signs: 



1.   A canopy or awning without lettering and/or advertising shall not be regulated as a sign. 
2.   The lowest edge of a canopy or awning sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the 

finished grade. 
3.   Canopy or awning signs are limited to the identification of the business, use, service 

and/or identifying logo. 
4.   Canopy or awning signs shall comply with all setback regulations within the district. 
5.   Awnings shall not project above the eaves of the roofline. 

 
C.   Projecting Signs: 

1.   No portion of a projecting sign shall project more than four (4) feet from the face of the 
building. 

2.   The lowest edge of a projecting sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the finished 
grade. 

3.  Projecting sign area shall be deducted from the maximum sign area allowed per district 
for freestanding (pole or ground) signs. 

 
D.   Marquee Sign: 

1.   Marquee signs shall be located only above the principal public entrance of a building 
facing a public street or parking lot. 

2.   Are not to project above the eaves of the roofline. 
3.   The lowest edge of a marquee sign shall be at least ten (10) feet above the finished grade. 

 
E.    Freestanding Signs: 

1.   The lowest edge of a freestanding pole sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the 
finished grade. 

2.   Freestanding ground signs shall be supported or permanently placed by embedding, 
anchoring, or connecting the sign in such a manner as to incorporate it into the landscape. 

3.  Freestanding pole signs shall be designed to be permanently placed and not temporary 
and/or moveable. 

4.   No freestanding sign (pole or ground) may occupy an area designated for walkways, 
driveways, fire lane, easement, or other areas required to remain unobstructed. 

5.   Only one (1) type of freestanding sign is permitted.  Either freestanding pole or ground, 
not both. 

 
F.   Freestanding Highway Signs: 
 1.  Only allowed on property that is directly adjacent to the I-75 right-of-way. 
 2. Only one (1) is permitted per parcel on property over 10 acres in size. 
 3. Freestanding (pole) signs only.  No freestanding (ground) signs are permitted. 

4. Sign area not to exceed two hundred (200) square feet and maximum height of seventy-
five (75) feet. 

 
G.   Changeable Copy Signs (manual or electronic): 
 1.  Must be integrated into a freestanding (pole or ground), marquee, or wall sign. 

2.  Manual changeable copy sign area shall be deducted from the maximum sign area 
allowed per district for freestanding (pole or ground) signs or for wall sign area. 

 
SECTION 18.13 TEMPORARY SIGNS  

 
A. General Provisions: 

1. Shall conform to all General Regulations in Section 18.11 
2. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 



 
B. Size, Number, and Height Allowances: 

1. Size:  32 square feet maximum. 
2. Number:  One (1) per parcel.  If a parcel is greater than five (5) acres and has at least 400 

feet of street frontage OR has in excess of 10,000 square feet of floor area, one (1) 
additional sign may be allowed as long as there is 200 feet between the two (2) temporary 
signs. 

3.  Height:  Six (6) feet maximum from finished grade. 
 
SECTION 18.14  NON-CONFORMING SIGNS  
 
A.  Every permanent sign which does not conform to the height, size, area, or location requirements 

of this Chapter as of the date of the adoption of this Ordinance, is hereby deemed to be non-
conforming.  

 
B.  Non-conforming signs may not be altered, expanded, enlarged, or extended; however, non-

conforming signs may be maintained and repaired so as to continue the useful life of the sign.  
 
C.  For purposes of this Chapter, a non-conforming sign may be diminished in size or dimension or 

the copy of the sign amended or changed without jeopardizing the privilege of non-conforming 
use. 

 
D.  Any non-conforming sign destroyed by fire or other casualty loss shall not be restored or rebuilt if 

reconstruction will constitute more than fifty (50) percent of the value of the sign on the date of 
loss.  

 
E.  Any sign which for a period of one year or more no longer advertises a bona fide business 

conducted or product sold shall be removed by the owner of the building, structure, or property 
upon which such sign is located, within thirty (30) days of receipt of written notice by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
SECTION 18.15 DISTRICT SIGN REGULATIONS  
 

CD, CE, A/RP, WF, R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 DISTRICTS - PERMITTED SIGNS 

Freestanding signs for residential subdivisions, private road entrances for three (3) or more 
dwellings, manufactured home parks, multifamily complexes, farms, schools, or other non-

residential uses allowed.                                     

Number One (1) per entrance or parcel. 

Size No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet. 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height 
Ground:  Maximum eight (8) feet from finished grade 
Pole:  Max. twenty (20) feet from finished grade.  Min. eight (8) feet from finished grade to 
lowest edge 



Wall Signs for home occupations 

Number One (1) per lot or parcel 

Size No greater than four (4) square feet 

Location On wall of dwelling facing the street 

Wall Signs for non-residential uses 

Number One (1) per street frontage 

Size No greater than ten (10) percent of the wall area to which the sign is affixed 

Location On wall of building facing the street 

Temporary Signs 

Number One (1) per parcel.  If a parcel is greater than five (5) acres and has at least 400 feet of street 
frontage OR has in excess of 10,000 square feet of floor area, one (1) additional sign may be 
allowed as long as there is 200 feet  

Size No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet.  Shall not be illuminated. 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height Six (6) feet maximum from finished grade 

B-1, B-2, B-3 COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS - PERMITTED SIGNS 

Freestanding signs  

Number One (1) per parcel 

Size No greater than a hundred (100) square feet 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height 
Ground:  Maximum eight (8) feet from finished grade 
Pole:  Max. thirty (30) feet from finished grade.  Minimum eight (8) feet from finished grade 
to lowest edge 

Freestanding Highway Sign 

Number One (1) per parcel on property over 10 acres in size 

Size No greater than two hundred (200) square feet 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height Seventy five (75) feet maximum from finished grade 

Wall Signs 

Number One (1) per street frontage 



Size No greater than ten (10) percent of the wall area to which the sign is affixed 

Location On wall of building facing the street 

Height The lowest edge of a wall sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the finished grade unless 
the wall sign projects less than three (3) inches from the building. 

Temporary Signs 

Number One (1) per parcel.  If a parcel is greater than five (5) acres and has at least 400 feet of street 
frontage OR has in excess of 10,000 square feet of floor area, one (1) additional sign may be 
allowed as long as there is 200 feet between the two (2) temporary signs 

Size No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet.  Shall not be illuminated 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height Six (6) feet maximum from finished grade 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

M-1 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT - PERMITTED SIGNS 

Freestanding signs for entrances to industrial parks or subdivisions 

Number One (1) per entrance or parcel 

Size No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height 
Ground:  Maximum eight (8) feet from finished grade 
Pole:  Max. twenty (20) feet from finished grade.  Min. eight (8) feet from finished grade to 
lowest edge 

Permitted or Special Approval Uses 

Number One (1) per parcel 

Size No greater than a hundred (100) square feet 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height 
Ground:  Maximum eight (8) feet from finished grade 
Pole:  Max. twenty (20) feet from finished grade.  Minimum eight (8) feet from finished 
grade to lowest edge 



Wall Signs 

Number One (1) per street frontage 

Size No greater than ten (10) percent of the wall area to which the sign is affixed 

Location On wall of building facing the street 

Height The lowest edge of a wall sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the finished grade unless 
the wall sign projects less than three (3) inches from the building. 

Temporary Signs 

Number One (1) per parcel.  If a parcel is greater than five (5) acres and has at least 400 feet of street 
frontage OR has in excess of 10,000 square feet of floor area, one (1) additional sign may be 
allowed as long as there is 200 feet between the two (2) temporary signs. 

Size No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet.  Shall not be illuminated. 

Location Minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line 

Height Six (6) feet maximum from finished grade 
 
 
SECTION 18.16  BILLBOARDS 
 
Billboards shall be permitted only as provided for in the Highway Advertising Act, P.A. 106 of 1972 as 
amended. 
 
 


